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Newsletter: Summer 2014
We are happy to share with you our fifth newsletter, which summarizes the program's
activities in the last few months. As our students embark on their final semester we
look back at the exciting activities they have participated in, which include seminars and
workshops, guest lecturers and study tours. As these students begin writing their research
thesis, we are getting ready to welcome thirty new International students in October – the
third cohort of the International MA Program in Holocaust Studies at the University of Haifa.
 

We invite you to read our newsletter and follow our success.

Arieh Kochavi and Yael Granot-Bein

Last May, in cooperation with  the Embassy of Switzerland in Israel the
prgoram held a seminar which aimed to explore the challenge of teaching the
Holocaust  in multi-cultural societies, and using the case of Carl Lutz as an
example of a case study that appeals to all audiences. The seminar featured
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the Hungarian and Swiss Ambassadors to Israel, Agnes Hirschi (Carl Lutz's
Step-Daughter), and the opening of the "Carl Lutz and the Legendary Glass
House Exhibit", which was accompanied by an exhibit on Holocaust
education created by six of our students.

Six MA students from the Weiss-Livnat MA Program in
Holocaust Studies were selected to contribute to the
seminar and to create supplementary materials for the
“Carl Lutz and the Legendary Glass House in Budapest”
traveling exhibit.  They created these materials with
museum expert, Tami Rich, and a graphic design team. 
Their presentations utilized different aspects of Carl
Lutz’s story to create a lesson plan that stimulates
historical inquiry in a multicultural audience. One of
these Student Contributors for the Curatorial
Presentation of Multicultural Education Material,
Stacey Campbell - pictured right - shares her
experience of participating with us:

This semester six students were given the opportunity to develop educational

lesson plans inspired by the story of Carl Lutz. Our journey began on the 25th of
March when we were fortunate enough to have Tami Rich, an expert on museums,
lead a daylong seminar. Tami helped us design lesson plans and guided us
through the creation of our posters. Though this day was at times frustrating, it was
extremely informative and we each learned an immense amount about education.
This seminar was followed up by another meeting 2 weeks later that helped us put
the finishing touches to our lesson plans. During the Passover break, we were
able to work on the creation of our posters with the help of graphic designer Orly
Hatzofe. This process was both extremely intense yet stimulating. Through several
adjustments and editions, we each created our final posters.
            Flash forward to the first of May and it's the day of our presentations. Both
the Swiss Ambassador and the head of history for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
came to the University to oversee the opening of the exhibition. Our day began
with an interesting panel discussion that detailed current Holocaust education in
Switzerland and humanistic education within Israel. However, the most fascinating
panel session featured Agnes Hirschi, the step daughter of Carl Lutz. She told us
a personal story of her father in a way that enabled us understand the rescue
operation on a more individual level. This was inspirational, and it allowed us all to
see the importance of using his story in an educational environment.
            Finally, it was time for us students to present our lesson plans. Each pair
was given ten minutes to present an hour long lesson plan- a very daunting task!
My partner and I decided to do a short mock lesson. This involved asking both the
class, and the distinguished guests, to pretend to be 14 years-olds. They did an
excellent job! Our presentation passed quickly, and before I knew it we were done.
This project, which had lasted several months, was finally complete.
            Throughout this process, I learned a lot about the creation of curriculum. As
an aspiring Holocaust educator, this was an invaluable experience for me. I'm
extremely grateful that we were given this opportunity, and I am very proud to have
been part of it.
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We are very excited to announce that two members of our faculty have
been selected for Post-Doctorate positions.  Dr. Raz Segal and Dr. Hannah

Pollin-Galay:

This spring, Hannah Pollin-Galay joined
our faculty to teach a course on thesis
research methodology and writing, just
as she was finalizing her PhD
dissertation at Tel Aviv University.
Hannah’s thesis Ecologies of Testimony:
Lithuanian Jews Narrate the Holocaust
investigates how witnesses use
language, values, political ideals and
the norms implicit in their contemporary
environments to remember what
happened in the Holocaust. She
embarked on her project in 2004 when
she began interviewing aging Jews still
living in Lithuania about their life
histories. Over the course of that year,
she was struck by how different these
survivors in Lithuania approached
central topics, like family, enemies,
home and suffering—in comparison to
American and Israeli testimonies with
which she was more familiar. She then
set out on a quest to understand how
such well-known events could take on
such different meaning in another
context. Her dissertation incorporates
analytical approaches from literature,
anthropology and oral history.
Hannah’s highly original research has
won the attention and recognition of the
international scholarly community. She
was selected as a Rothschild
Postdoctoral Fellow and will begin her
fellowship at Columbia University in the
fall semester. The following year,

We would like to wish heartfelt
congratulations to our faculty member
Dr. Raz Segal, a newly selected Thomas
Arthur Arnold Postdoctoral Fellow at the
Zvi Yavetz School of Historical Studies at
Tel Aviv University.  For the past two
years Raz has taught our Second World
War course and introduced our students
to myriad authors and research
methods.  While we are sad to see him
go we wish him the best luck in his
postdoc, and look forward to reading his
research, which he describes below:
“I am a historian of modern Europe,
and my work to date has focused on
central and southeast Europe in the
first half of the twentieth century,
particularly during the World War II
era. I analyze state and nation
building, and the emergent mass
violence that ensued from national
and local political visions, designs, and
interests. My doctoral dissertation,
Disintegration: Social Breakdown and
Political Mass Violence in
Subcarpathian Rus’, supported by a
Harry Frank Guggenheim
fellowship, focuses on one borderland
region under Hungarian rule during
World War II.
My postdoctoral
research project, Making Hungary
Greater, takes a broad frame from the
late nineteenth century until after 1945
to study all the border areas that came
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Hannah will be a Research Fellow at the
Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust
Studies at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington DC.
For her postdoctoral project, Hannah
plans to research lexicons of Holocaust
words,compiled in the early postwar
period. She is fascinated by the attempt
of East European Jewish lexicographers
to capture the horror they witnessed not
by telling stories, but by listing newly
minted terms and their meanings.
Asked what it was like to conduct the
thesis seminar in our program, Hannah
told us, “It was the perfect challenge
for someone committed to bringing
the different disciplines together in a
meaningful way. Each student entered
the class with a different background
and different vision of what they
would like to accomplish in research. I
found it exciting and inspiring to
watch students develop their projects,
to articulate what interests them and
find sources that help them address
their own burning questions.”

under Budapest’s control during the war.
Drawing on sources in German,
Hungarian, and Yiddish, as well as
Hebrew and English, I address central
processes and events in those regions
from the perspective of the state and
trace their effects on the social fabric.
Comparisons with wartime Bulgaria and
Romania enrich my research and
insights.
This conceptual framework opens new
perspectives in the study of World War
II and, more broadly, offers new ways to
think about key issues in the history of
Europe in the twentieth century,
including the meanings of citizenship in
states on the path of ethno-national
consolidation; relations between groups
in multiethnic and multi-religious
societies as they responded to the
pressures and violence of such states;
the plight and roles of refugees in the
making of “homogenous” spaces; and
the ways individuals and collectives
interpreted far-reaching political and
military changes and chose to behave in
times of crisis and social
disintegration." 
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This past April, the Annual Conference in Memory of Dr. Reuben
Hecht was held on Holocaust Denial and its Repercussions.  The
seminar was comprised of two sessions.  The first session featured an expert
panel comprised of, Elhanan Yakira, of the Hebrew University, Ephraim Kaye,
of Yad Vashem, and Gideon Bachar, head of the Israeli Foreign Ministry
Department for the Fight against Anti-Semitism.  Dr. Kobi Kabelek, a member
of our faculty, moderated this panel, as the three experts shared
philosophical, pedagogical, and political insights into Holocaust Denial and
the effects it has throughout the world.  All three presenters suggested that
denial itself began with the Nazis through their acts of deception and secrecy
throughout their existence.  They also showed the migration of denial from
the West to the East, how it is mostly present on the internet, and how it is
often closely linked to anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic sentiments.
The second session was monitored by our director, Dr. Yael Granot-Bein, in
which international students discussed Holocaust denial in their native
countries, and student activists discussed their efforts today. Student Fruszina
Hoor spoke about Hungary, and the recent trends of extreme anti-Semitism.
Ionela Dasultu spoke about Romania, her efforts to research Jewish history,
and the resistance she met as a student in Romania, and her hopes for the
future of Holocaust research and education in Romania.  Our student Gabriel
Mayer spoke about holocaust denial in the United States and the way the
government monitors and interacts with such threats
Eric Hammer, another student of our program, spoke about his efforts of
combating Holocaust denial on the internet through news source comment
sections.  We also heard from Adi Levi and Arnon Duekman who are part
of Ambassadors Online project on how their work relates to concerns of
increasing online Holocaust Denial.
The seminar was an intensive and captivating day.  Engaging our students in
these kinds of seminars is always a priority of ours, and being able to give
them the opportunity to present in these forums is a special treat.  We are
very proud of their participation in this seminar, and grateful to the many
audience members who came from around Israel for this interesting day.

 

The summer semester will offer our students an exciting new course through
the generous sponsorship of the Genesis Philanthropy group.  Genesis works
to develop and enhance a sense of Jewish identity among Russian-speaking
Jews worldwide.  They have partnered with our program to offer a course
about the Holocaust in the Soviet Union.  This course, which is moderated by
Dr. Arkadi Zeltser, features many celebrated scholars including Professor Dan
Michman, Professor Dalia Ofer, and Dr. David Silberklang.  The diverse group
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of speakers featured in this course provide our students with a rich and full
perspective of the complicated history of the Holocaust in the Soviet Union. 
Our aim is to encourage students to further research historical events during
the war in those areas and we are grateful for the Genesis Philanthropy
Group's generosity and faith in our program as we work together to enrich
the next generation of students of the Holocaust about the atrocities that
took place in this part of the world during the Second World War.

Guest Lecturers

Chanoch Ze'evi is a director and
producer of documentary films for
the television and documentary film
industries. He came to screen and
speak to usabout his film “Hitler’s
Children”.  The film follows the
descendants of Hitler’s inner-circle
and examines the impact an
infamous last-name has had on
their lives, and how they deal with
the legacy and memory of the Nazi
empire in their daily lives today.
In our program we talk a lot about
inherited memory, and feature
multiple classes that examine the
link between second and third
generation survivors, and how their
family members’ experiences have
been transmitted over time.  It was
a fascinating shift to examine the

                Wendy Lower is the John
K. Roth Professor of History at
Claremont McKenna College.  She is
the recipient of a German Research
Foundation fellowship and lectures
at Ludwig Maximilians Universitaet,
Munich, and works as a historical
consultant for the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum.  This past
October, Lower published "Hitler's
Furies: German Women in the Nazi
Killing Fields", which was a finalist
for the 2013 National Book Award
and the National Jewish Book
Award.  The book follows Lower's
research as she shows the myriad
ways that women were involved in
the perpetration of the many Nazi
victims during the Second World
War.  Her book was featured in the
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same relationship in families of the
perpetrators of the Holocaust.
Zeevi’s film is a truly outstanding
and challenging look at these
individuals that allows for audiences
to question different aspects of the
Holocaust.

New York Times and has received
countless outstanding reviews.  Our
students were privileged to hear
Professor Lower talk about the
book, and share details of her
research and process of writing.

Katrin Paehler is an associate
professor of history at Illinois State
University.  Her research focuses on
Nazi Germany, the Holocaust,
foreign intelligence, genocide and
mass violence as well as history,
memory and their representations. 
Dr. Paehler gave an outstanding
lecture titled "Gender and Nazi
Espionage: Hildegard Beetz, the
Ciano Affair and Female Agency"
that provided our students with an
inside look at the inner-workings of
the foreign ministry during the Nazi
reign.  Her lecture introduced
students to the idea that there is
much more to learn about the
history of the Holocaust by looking
at professional women in the
context of Nazi Germany, which she
easily proved through the story of
Hildegard Beetz.  

Professor O. Dov Kulka come speak
to our students.  Kulka has had a
successful career as a historian
focusing on European Jewry and
war-time Germany at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, however it
took him 70 years to write his own
stories in his recent memoir.  Our
students were honored to hear
Professor Kulka read emotional
excerpts from his recent book,
Landscapes of the Metropolis of
Death: Reflections on Memory and
Imagination, which recently was
awarded the Jewish Quarterly-
Wingate book prize.  It was truly
inspiring to see how a veteran of
the field of Holocaust Studies
approached his personal connection
to the topic.
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Study tour to Atlit Detention Center
This past May our students received a private tour of Atlit Detention
Center with museum expert, and Atlit employee, Tami Rich. The Atlit
Detention Center served as a camp in which the British Mandate detained
refugees from war stricken Europe. Today, the memorial site has many
restored barracks and a replica boat with an outstanding exhibit inside.
 For many of our international students it was interesting to interpret this
exclusively Israeli narrative of life after the Holocaust.  Atlit served as a
bittersweet experience for most of its detainees as it simultaneously
existed as a safe haven from Nazi persecution while limiting freedom to its
inhabitants.  For our students, the tour provided an insight into Israeli
history as it connects to the Holocaust, and it was especially nice to be
learning at a historical site in the Israeli sunshine.
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We are excited to introduce our new PhD student, Michael
Gans who has agreed to share a bit about himself with us:
"I have always been compelled to explore the historical and psycho-social
underpinnings of antisemitism and the Holocaust in order to somehow come
to grips with the personal and familial enormity of the murder of most of my
family during the Holocaust by the Einsatzgruppen and their Lithuanian
collaborators. In my later years, I have become keenly interested in
understanding how the traumatization of the Jewish people has not only
affected Holocaust survivors and their children but also, the formation of
Jewish and Israeli identity. 
 
After a career as a clinical social worker, I began a full-time course of study
of the Holocaust, antisemitism and curriculum development with the hope of
finding new and innovative ways to bridge knowledge acquisition with
emotions and values, and thereby, affecting deep learning in future
generations about a watershed event that is quickly fading from both human
and historical memory.  I am now interested in the question of how and
when does human memory transform into history, and from which
perspective; the Jewish particularist, or the “europeanized” universal, will the
Holocaust will be told and taught in future academic Holocaust programs?  

When returning to school, I first focused on modern Central and Eastern
European history and Jewish Studies at the Central European University in
Budapest, Hungary and then immersed myself in Germanic and Slavic Studies
at the University of Victoria in British Columbia, Canada.  
 
In 2005, I was invited by Yad Vashem to present a paper on the development
and social impact of Holocaust Tourism in the Baltic States at the Fourth
International Conference on Teaching the Holocaust to Future Generations.
 In 2010, as an MA student and a self-taught filmmaker working from
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independent research, I completed a short film Zydu Gatve - Jew Street.  The
film was my personal journey as a son of a Holocaust survivor who returned
to Lithuania and had an unexpected encounter with my grandmother's ghost. 
Zydu Gatve - Jew Street won two major awards at the 2010 University of
Victoria Sunscreen Film Festival. 

In 2011, as the Associate Program Director and co-creator of the University
of Victoria's I-witness Holocaust Field School Project, Dr. Helga Thorson,
Chairperson of the Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies at the
University of Victoria, and I co-designed the program for the inaugural field
school of 23 university students and escorted them to various Central
European Holocaust sites, museums and monuments.  Our vision was that
students would recognize the responsibility of their own humanity in order to
respond ethically to intolerance and injustice. The project continues to
promote action in the face of injustice and encourages a personal investment
in creating a better world. The Field School continues to provide participants
with an experiential learning opportunity to acquire a deeper understanding
of antisemitism, racism, religious intolerance, homophobia and the
stigmatization of the mentally and physically disabled communities. 

 Recently, Dr. Thorson and I submitted a paper about the unexpected
transformative learning our students experienced due to their participation in
the Field School, entitled, “Think higher, feel deeper”: Transformative
learning in post-secondary Holocaust education to the Journal of
Transformative Learning.

   I am sincerely grateful that I have been given the opportunity to pursue my
PhD in Holocaust Studies at Haifa University’s Department of Holocaust
Studies and to be guided by Dr. Yael Granot-Bein, Dr. Ari Kochavi and Dr.
Tsafrir Goldberg in exploring in my proposed dissertation, entitled, The
“wandering” Jew in academic Holocaust studies; Caught between
particularism and universalism.  The research topic explores the tension
between the particularist and universalist narratives of the Holocaust which
frames my research and subsequent analysis".
 

Each year we award a graduate student the Teresa Levinger Scholarship.
The aim of the scholarship is to encourage young researchers to dedicate
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their study to the Holocaust. Teresa Levinger was born in Hungary, and her
family has dedicated an annual scholarship in her memory. This year the
scholarship has been awarded to Hadas Eloul.  Hadas is an art therapist who
works at Amcha, the Israeli organization, which provides framework for
mutual aid, memory processing and grief resolution, as well as a place where
survivors and their families could feel at home and be understood.  Her
research has been done as part of her Master's Thesis in Art therapy. The
research deals with diaries and drawings created during the Holocaust period
in extreme and traumatic situations. They were written and drawn in hiding,
in camps and in Ghettos. They served as a means of expression for the
creator, that gave meaning to the events he experienced. The diaries, which
are written in Yiddish, Hebrew and other European languages, describe life
under Nazi regime. Dozens of Jewish artists left art works behind. Some have
drawn out of the urge to document the events. Some have been
accomplished artists before the war. These works – the diaries and paintings
– are a reflection of the creators' inner world. They depict feelings,
accomplishments, passions and longings as well as major events and cross
roads in life. They are authentic descriptions of one's reality and
interpretation of reality. The thesis aims at analyzing the experience of the
artistic creator during the Holocaust and to identify the similarities and
differences between the different forms of artistic expressions. The research
asks how do people describe and report on their reality in camps and hiding
places during the events themselves. What can we learn of these
experiences, of everyday lives, fears and hopes, interactions with the
surroundings? What helped them hold on? What gave them hope? How do
diaries differ from paintings and drawings when describing these extreme
conditions?  
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