
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thoughts and photos from our week at Yad Vashem 

March 2014, Newsletter No. 4 
 

 

The Weiss-Livnat International MA 
Program in Holocaust Studies wishes a very 
happy Passover to all our friends who will 
be celebrating this year. Your continued 
support for our program helps us nurture a 
new generation of Holocaust researchers 
and educators and influence discourse 
globally. We thank you for allowing us to 
pursue that mission.  

This past month has been an exciting one for our program: six of our students have won awards from the 

International Institute for Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem. The prizes were awarded to the students for their 

thesis proposals which they are writing as part of their qualification in the program; several of our students have 

been selected to take part and present in various seminars and conferences in Hungary, Italy, Florida and more; 

our students took part in various seminars and study-days this past month, among them a 4 day seminar at Yad 

Vashem and a one day seminar on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising which included a meeting with the daughters of 

some of the fighters; finally, we have started accepting students for our 2014-15 cohort. Candidates from Poland, 

Germany, Holland, the Ukraine, Ireland, England, Israel and more have already been given spots in our program. 
We are so proud of our current students and look forward to welcoming our new students to Israel in a few 

months.                                                                                  Arieh Kochavi and Yael Granot-Bein  
     

 

On March 10th we hosted a one-day seminar on the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. The seminar was centered on Ronen 

Zaretzky's 2006 documentary film "the last fighters". The day included a historical lecture on the Warsaw Ghetto 

uprising, a screening of the film and discussion with its director and a panel with Professor Hadas Wiseman with 

two daughters of the fighters featured in the film. 

 

Seminar: the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising  

Dr. Nili Keren (see photo on the right), a researcher at the Kibbutzim College of Education in Tel 

Aviv gave an insightful historical lecture on the uprising. She talked about life in the Ghetto, the 

different youth movements involved in the uprising, the ways in which they worked together and 

the impact the uprising has had on the historical narrative of the Holocaust around the world.  

The documentary follows the last six living fighters of the uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto 

in 1943 - Kazik Rotem, Masha Futermilch-Gleitman, Pnina Greenspan, Aaron Carmi, 

Brunk Spigell and Marek Edelman. Hearing Zaretzky describe the process of working 

with these six outstanding individuals was inspiring both because of their stories and 

the way Zaretzky was able to connect with the subjects of the film, in such a personal 

way. The authenticity of his relationships was obvious based on the way he interacted 

with Pnina's daughter, Netta Gold and Masha's daughter Rochi Narkis (see photo on the 

left).     



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Hadas Wiseman than interviewed the two daughters about what it was like to grow up with parents who had been 

fighters in the Holocaust. They spoke about what life was like in their homes, how they understood the Israeli 

interpretation of the uprising and how they feel about the way their story is presented today.   

4  

The seminar looked at the important memory of the Warsaw 

Ghetto Uprising from multiple angles, creating an interesting 

dialogue between scholars, artists and the family members of those 

involved in the actual event.  

This past March our students were privileged to participate in a  
private seminar held at Yad Vashem.  The seminar consisted of four intense days featuring Yad Vashem's 
leading scholars and researchers, behind the scenes look at the main museum and campus, and concentrated 
archive work.  Our students explored trends of how historians interpreted the Holocaust differently over time 
with Professor Dan Michman, learned about Italy and the Vatican during the Holocaust with Dr. Iael Nidam-
Orvieto,  Holland with Dr. Pinchas Bar Efrat, France and Belgium with Dr. Jeannine Frenk, Women in Auschwitz 
with Dr. Naama Schik, Jewish Rescue in French Convents with Dr. Eliot Nidam-Orvieto, and unanswered 
questions about the Holocaust with Dr. David Silberklang.  Dr. Haim Gertner gave an inside look at how the 
archives work and what they aim to do, and Ms. Nannie Beekman explained the complex process in which 
rescuers are recognized as Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem. Here is what our students thought: 

Yad Vashem Seminar 

"…the challenge in great and those historians who dare take it upon themselves serve a 

crucial purpose, as despite of all that's been written, the Holocaust still remains the 

hardest historical phenomenon to be dealt with and the struggle to approach it 

coherently and productively still leaves so much room for interpretation"  Shira Griff  

"While we may have physically lost the bodies of millions of innocent 

people, we have not lost who these people were – how they lived, who 

they cared about and what memories they carried with them until their 

last moments in the world as they knew it"  Naomi Schuster  

"The cases of Righteous Among the Nations that Nannie described were inspiring 

and gave me, along with an extra boost to extend my knowledge, a sense of hope 

and faith in human kindness, which was much needed after an intensive delve in 

studying the human evil. As one Holocaust child survivor said, even in the darkest 

hour, human kindness shines." Mickey Dror   

"I would like to send a very big thank you to the people at Yad Vashem who opened 

a small window to what they are researching and for sharing with us those very 

interesting aspects of the Holocaust. For me the seminar was like a buffet of 

knowledge where we tasted a little bit from a big range of stories."  Edna Drori  

You can find more information about our time at Yad Vashem on the blog! 
https://www.facebook.com/haifashoahstudies 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I truly enjoyed my unique experience studying the Holocaust in Israel and all the 
opportunities the program afforded me.  The Weiss-Livnat International MA allowed me to 
work intimately with the Ghetto Fighters House and Yad Vashem, visit memorial sites in both 
Germany and Poland as part of a moving, educational study tour, interview and bond with 
Holocaust Survivors, hear from researchers and activists in the field, and grow with an 
amazing group of people.  While working on my degree, I interned in the Righteous Among 
the Nations Department at Yad Vashem, where I analyzed, collected, and organized data and 
evidence in order to initiate potential righteous candidacy files. I am currently in the process 
of completing my MA thesis, tentatively titled, “You’re Jewish, So What?: An Examination of 
Jewish and Non-Jewish Couples in Nazi Germany.”   This thesis will explore the complex, 
courageous, and rare relationships between mixed couples who met after 1935, the pivotal 
year of the Nuremberg laws, but remained together despite the danger.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriel Mayer, MD, a student of our current cohort, recently presented his paper, "What Happened to the Jews of 

Kolozsvar (Transylvania) in the Spring of 1944" at the Hungarian Holocaust 70 Years Later Conference.  This conference was 

put on by the European Holocaust Research Infrastructure. Here Gabe shares his experience:  

 

 

News from our Students 

Cong             Congratulations to our second year student, Heather Orielly,  

who has b   who has been accepted to the Ninth International conference  
                       on the Arts in society: "The Lives of Art" to take place this coming 
to take pla   June in Sapienza University of Rome, Rome, Italy; 

                      to Gabe Mayer who was accepted as a presenter to the  
 a present    conference of the Center for Judaic, Holocaust and Genocide 

                      Studies at Florida Golf Coast University; to Amira Mintz- 

to Amira    Morgenthau who was selected to participate in an 8 day  
                       program in Romani Studies at the Central University in Budapest 

European     and to Naomi Schuster who was selected to take part in the  
                       2014 Auschwitz Jewish Center Program for Students Abroad in  
Center Pro  Poland. 

                       Jordanna Gessler, of the 2012 Cohort, was recently hired by the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust as their education 

Coord            coordinator. The following is an excerpt from an essay Jordanna has written about her journey to the program and now to  
                       her career. To read Jordanna's complete essay, please check out our blog: https://www.facebook.com/haifashoahstudies 
 

The conference was well attended by leading scholars from around the world, and the topics were 
fabulous, interesting, thought-provoking and instructive. Each presentation was followed by a Q&A  
session which was as revealing as the  lecture itself. I felt at home, participated quite readily and 
developed, over the days, a networking repertoire which would serve well in the future. I established 
relationships with scholars I had admired from my studies and found kindred notably with Tamas 
Stark and Julia Bock with whom I shared interest in specific aspects of Hungarian Holocaust research. 
It soon became clear that thanks to our excellent professors, high level of education and program I 
could stand my own in such "VIP" circles. My own presentation was well received and provoked 
useful and vivid discussions. Talk about my novel approach to population statistics and escape routes 
garnered broad attention. I am interested in details of the localized aspects of this field and grateful 
for Dr. Segal and Dr. Silberklang, my professors at the program for graciously providing their multiple 
comments in preparation for the conference. The lasting impression is that we are in the midst of a 
very exciting field of study, superbly preparing for our future career.  

   Research on these couples is imperative, because the hardships and degradation that they faced was unlike the experiences of other 
of German Jews or mixed couples in other countries. I have recently accepted the amazing position as Education coordinator 
of the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust (LAMOTH).  The two main missions of the museum are commemoration and 
 education, which are both done magnificently.  LAMOTH provides free Holocaust education to the public and focuses  
specifically on under-funded schools throughout the city.   The team at the museum is wonderful and dedicated; I am  
honored to be a part of this great non for profit organization.  

 



"Birkenau.  Nobody asked me what was my name.  So I was without any identification.  When six months 

later they gave me a number, I was so happy!  I was so happy that my identity was registered somewhere." 
 

In all of the testimonies I've heard, I can't remember anyone who 
said they were happy to receive a tattooed number in Auschwitz until I 
sat down with Yitzhak Livnat in February, 2014.  I'd heard Yitzhak speak 
a few times before when he had visited our program, and read the 
book "Outcasts: a Love Story" written about him and his family.  

 
Yitzhak told me about a speech he'd recently given in Mauthausen 

in which he made a big impression on the Hungarian president who was 

among the audience members.  His participation was a clear honor in terms 

of the people who filled the audience and shared the stage with him, but this 

experience also became an important milestone in his life.  The president arranged for an official from 

Hungarian foreign affairs to collect information about him in the little town of Nagyszollos where Yitzhak had 

grown up.  The letter he received detailing the official's findings was addressed to his formal name, Yitzhak 

Livnat, but quickly referred to him by his Hungarian nickname, Suti Weiss, in its contents. 

 

I knew Suti from reading about him.  Suti grew up in a wonderful town with neighbors 

and friends.  Suti had a mother who used to sing Hungarian tunes as she did her work 

around the house.  Suti used to interrogate his older sister's suitors when they came to the 

door.  He was one of the only children in his town allowed to play in the garden of the 

Perenyi estate.  Suti worked in the library when he was thirteen.  But by the time he 

arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau he was happy to just be a number.  When he came back to 

Nagyszollos, orphaned and alone, he couldn't bring himself to be Suti anymore. He told me 

about his decision to change his name: 

"I changed my name…I took the worst Jewish name Itsik, because Itsik was the 

ultimate Jew, which was pronounced Itzik de Shtinker…Yes stinker, that's it. Itsik.  Just not 

to be called my Hungarian name. I changed from Weiss to Livnat. This identity… it was a 

very difficult subject for me." 

Yitzhak Livnat became a successful man in Israel. He became a Major in the early Israeli 
army and started a life with his wonderful wife Ilana.  They shared a few decades of 
happiness together without ever talking about his past.  It was no secret to Ilana or their 
children that he had survived the Holocaust and Auschwitz, but it was a subject that 
remained untouched.  Yitzhak told me that this taboo subject was a "shouting silence".  For 
so much of his life, Yitzhak's memories of his loving childhood were clouded by the pain of 
what happened to him and his family during the Holocaust.  He couldn't think of his town 

without thinking of the betrayal of his neighbors, and he felt he had moved to a place with 
an unresponsive audience. 

His son, Adi, told me "When the survivors arrived here in Israel, they felt as if they were 

being shamefully blamed or not fighting back in order to survive, or doing something very wrong in order to 

survive.  So they didn't speak about their stories because they felt that there will be nobody there to have 

compassion or to understand their story. They always said that someone who wasn't there was incapable of 

understanding." 

 

 

Suti Weiss and family,  
Nagyszollos 1937 

Suti, April 1944 

Yitzhak Livnat, Officer in 
the Israeli Army 

Yitzhak Livnat and Suti Weiss: This past February we sent our student, Audrey Gellman-

Chomsky (Cohort 2012), to interview Yitzhak Livnat about his childhood in Nagyszollos, surviving the Holocaust, building his 
life in Israel, and becoming an active part and a generous supporter of our program. Audrey writes about the experience of 
interviewing Mr. Livnat, and the impact he has had on her experience in Holocaust Studies. 

This situation left Yitzhak unable to confront his memories and feelings about his past. He worked hard to build a new life 
in Israel with his family and his successful business. He attributes much of his success to Ilana. He says: "We were 
considered at that time soap… soap! Because of the soap which was given to us in Birkenau, it was very low grade soap, so 
they, the Sabras, called us soap… The point is Ilana, she never considered me soap. She never looked at me and  
 



 

thought "what did he do to survive?" He loved Ilana for seeing him as more than just his 

Holocaust past, but ironically, she was the one who brought the past back into his identity.  

The two of them told me a story about a night in the 80s when she all but forced him to go 

to a restaurant that was putting on a special Hungarian night.  Through the Hungarian 

décor, the smells of the Hungarian delicacy, and the sounds of the Hungarian music he was 

brought back to his childhood.  He remembered his mother and how she used to sing the 

song playing in the restaurant.  It was too much for him to reject, and with a flood of 

emotion he began to re-embrace his Hungarian identity.  This night changed his life, and the 

way he thought about himself.  He told me: 

"I have my identity.  I know exactly who I am.  No doubt.  

Absolutely no doubt.  I know who I am.  The fact that I was 

able to rebuild my Hungarian identity was to take a HUGE 

rock off my back.  Because it turned out that I was hating myself."  

 

 When I look at the man I know now, it's hard to imagine that there was a time that 

he was able to suppress a part of his story that is so prominent today.  I can only 

imagine what it must have been like for him to live forty years without telling anyone 

about Suti Weiss and the wonderful life he had in Nagyszollos.  Yitzhak told me that 

when he retired from his business he began the long process of reconnecting with his 

roots. 

"I decided to find out who I am.  I started to go from archive to archive and archive 

and archive again.  And spent DAYS collecting information." 

 

Though she laughs about it, Ilana is the constant source of support for him along this journey.  She 

remembers the night she took him to the Hungarian restaurant as the night she opened Pandora's box, and 

laughs about it, saying: "It's unbelievable! 

Look what I have done!  Sometimes I don't 

know if it was good or bad! From that time 

until now! Look what's going on!" 

 

Yitzhak spent years denying his Hungarian 
past, and so it took him years to reconnect 
with that part of his identity.  He never lost 
the language, or the memories of his happy 
childhood, but the memory of the Hungarian 
participation in his family's suffering stung too 
much for him to reconcile that part of who he 
was until forty-five years later on a trip back 
to his hometown in Magyszollos: 

"We went to my hometown.  And I saw a 

neighbor.  I recognized one of my neighbors, 

and I told the driver stop!  He stops, I talk to   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ilana and Yitzhak Livnat, 1955 

Suti Weiss, Budapest. 
August, 1945. 

Yitzhak Livnat with students of the Weiss-Livnat  MA Program at 
the opening of an exhibit dedicated to his family, srping 2013. 

the l  the lady, an old lady, and I asked her, do you remember who was living over there? She looked at me and she says: "Don't 

 pull   pull  my leg Mr. Weiss!" that was the final act to come back to my identity. From these three days or two days we were  

          there I remember only this moment. Nothing else.  

 

          The Weiss family had left Nagyzollos decades earlier, but hearing in an old neighbor remember and address him in such a  

           friendly way brought him back to his happy childhood.  

 

 



While the town itself was devastated during the war, that trip proved that his memories and the experiences 

he'd had growing up there were authentic and sustained.  Today Yitzhak is in a position to show generosity to 

the preservation and exploration of the history of the Holocaust.  He and his wife Ilana, along with their four 

children, have become heroes of Holocaust research with their support of institutions and scholars.  He has 

become a father, grandfather, and now a great-grandfather, and was even decorated by the Hungarian 

government.   

 

On January 27th, Yitzhak, and his son Adi, were part of a 

delegation of Israeli Knesset members, diplomats and survivors who 

participated in the International Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony 

in Auschwitz.  Being there as a free man, with his son and the leaders 

of the nation he helped to build was an outstanding experience for 

him. 

To have his family name be part of our program means so much, 

and we are grateful each time he shares his story with our students.  

Yitzhak told me what our program means to him: 

"Your program is for me is a present.  For me it is definitely a 
present.  I love the whole idea… Believe me, it's a present to me.  I 
enjoy it very much.  Very much!" 

 
 
 

After spending the day with Yitzhak it became clear to 
me that he was happy to have his number in Auschwitz 
because he had felt like he had lost his identity.  That 
number, which we remember today as being so 
dehumanizing and degrading, was a highpoint for him at the 
point in his life.  Suti Weiss survived the Holocaust, but lost 
so much of who he was.  Yitzhak Livnat built a great life in 
Israel, and with the support of his family, eventually found 
Suti Weiss.  Our program is fortunate to have both of this 
outstanding man's names as part of our narrative.  I hope 
that he feels that our program is part of his legacy.  Suti 
Weiss witnessed some of humanities lowest moments, and 
Yitzhak Livnat is helping to create the next generation of 
scholars who will work to ensure that other little boys will 
be able to avoid such atrocities. 

 
I am grateful for the opportunities that Yitzhak and his family have provided for me as a student in the Weiss-

Livnat International MA Program in Holocaust Studies, and I feel forever indebted to the kindness they showed 

me when they welcomed me into their home.  I'm proud that when I finish my thesis I will have a diploma that 

says Weiss-Livnat, and I know that my colleagues and I will work hard to make Yitzhak and his family proud of 

what we do. 

 

 

Audrey Gellman-Chomsky with Yitzhak and Ilana 
Livnat in their home. February, 2014. 

Yitzhak and Adi Livnat as part of a 
special delegation to Auschwitz. 

January, 2014. 

To find out more about our ongoing activity check out our various accounts on social media sites we use to connect with 
our supporters, alumni, and future students.  We hope you will find a moment to like our page on facebook, follow us on 
twitter, and read our blog.  We update all of our accounts with content detailing the happenings of our program multiple 
times each week.  We are proud of what we do here, and we hope you will stay up to date on what’s going on with the 
Weiss-Livnat MA in Holocaust Studies program! 

Facebook: facebook.com/haifashoahstudies;  Twitter: @Holocaust_grad;  Blog: haifaholocauststudies.wordpress.com 
 

 

Audrey Gellman-Chomsky received her BA in Comparative Religion from Boston University. She is a second year 

student at the Weiss-Livnat MA Program in Holocaust Studies and in her research thesis is conducting a  comparative 

analysis of the discourse on the bystander in the United States and in Israel.  
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