
 As we see our first cohort write their research thesis, our second cohort approaching the end of their first 
semester and just before we start the application process for our third cohort, we are happy to send you an 
update on some of the new initiatives in our program.   

□ Follow our new Blog at: haifaholocauststudies.wordpress.com. We constantly receive inquiries about our 
program from prospective students, and have decided to create this forum to share the content and ongoing 
activities of our program throughout the year.  We hope you will become familiar with our approach to 

Holocaust Studies and explore our program through the perspective of our students and faculty.  
□ New emphasis on Holocaust Education: We are excited to announce a new emphasis on Holocaust education in 

our program.  Students wishing to pursue a career in this field have the opportunity to specialize in courses 
focused on education and creative pedagogy alongside the history of the Holocaust.  Our partnerships with the 
leading education institutions in Israel will continue to offer internships to all of our students, providing them 
with practical applications of the valuable tools they learn in our courses. 

□ PhD track in Holocaust Studies: We are happy to announce the opening of a new PhD track, which will provide 
students with the opportunity to plan and conduct original, independent research in the field. The PhD 
program will mirror the same multi-disciplinary approach our MA program offers, allowing students to write a 
dissertation in any of the various disciplines that the program is made up of. 

We look forward to these new developments taking shape in this New Year, and invite you to visit our website at: 
http://holocaust-studies.haifa.ac.il 

We wish all our students, alumni, faculty and friends the very best for 2014, 

Arieh Kochavi and Yael Granot-Bein 
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Sobibor Excavations: Archeology in a Death Camp 
 

 

Room 225, the place where we deal with the Holocaust day in and day out. Faculty imbues us with facts and figures week 
after week- Sunday, Wednesday, Sunday, Wednesday… we begin to build a shell around ourselves, to shield us from all 
the trauma and terror we read about. We make jokes, we tell stories and we remove ourselves from the equation as much 
as possible. The more distance you can put between yourself and the Holocaust the better, otherwise it is so easy to just 
break down and cry. I haven’t had my “cry-fest” yet, but I have had a major eye opening experience. When I think about 
modern European History it is difficult for me to associate it with archeology. Archeology is for Ancient History. Isn’t it? It 
turns out it's not.  
 
 On December 8 Yoram Haimi, an archeologist working on a project in Sobibor, came to speak to us. He brought 
with him an incredible slide show, a wealth of knowledge and experience and a remarkable sense of humor. He began his 
discussion with us by breezing through the slide show and talking about the progression of archeological studies and 
projects at Sobibor.  
 
Yoram told us about the structure of the camp, its location and a bit of a historical background on its establishment. In 
2001 a group of Polish archeologist came to Sobibor and using a drilling technology tried to determine where the mass 
graves were and where buildings used to be. They were looking for the crematoria and decided a building with a lot of 
bullets was the location of the crematorium. In 2007 Yoram began his own excavations and found two fences (what could 
only have been the fence around a section of the camp) and 2,000 artifacts. In 2008 a group of Americans came and x-
rayed the ground, a sort of geophysical mapping. They determined there was a mass grave on one side and nothing on the 
other. In 2009 Yoram returned with a group from channel 2 to excavate in the area where the gas chamber was supposed 
to have been. They looked for four pillars, which would have indicated a building based on the geophysical mapping. They 
had to improvise because every 3 meters there was pillar, a total of 19, sets of two. They also found a storage house with 
200 medicine bottles when they learned that one of the people living in a house (in Sobibor!) wanted to build a sewage 
pipe and uncovered an incredible archeological find. They determined where the double fence was and how it enclosed 
the camp.  
 

 
 

 In 2011 Yoram returned to Sobibor and discovered double pillars well into the area where the 
monument is. What he determined was that these were fences that separated parts of the camp. 
They found what had been called “The Road to Heaven,” the path victims took towards the gas 
chamber. From following the path Yoram determined that the gas chambers were under the 
asphalt. They also found the Sonderkommando pit with 6,000 artifacts. And in the Fall of 2011 
Yoram was asked to look directly for the Road to Heaven. He traced the path and at the entrance, 

where the cashier would have been to store people’s personal items, he found a store of items.  

 Yoram’s stories continued for the entire two hours or so of the class session. Some of 
them were disturbing, like how grave robbers had come throughout the generations to steal from 
the mass graves. Some of the stories were funny, like how police came to arrest them for cutting 
down trees but eventually the issue was resolved because Yoram and his partner, through Coffee 
and Vodka, became friends with the manager and police. In general the stories were incredibly 
enlightening. Not only were mass graves found, but also a number of graves with full skeletons. 
This was the most engaging forum I went to because the presenter allowed his personality to 
shine through and help us absorb every fact he put forward. Perhaps what enchanted me most 
was that when I was younger I wanted to be an archeologist. As I got older my interests changed 
and I thought I would never be able to be an archeologist and study modern history. It was really 

cool to be able to see how the two could work together in synchronism.  

 

 

Mr. Yoram Haimi 

 

An engraved metal 
identification tag of a 6 
years old girl murdered 
at the camp 

 

Zahava Moerdler earned her BA from Columbia University, majoring in history with a 

focus on late 20th century European history. She wrote her undergraduate thesis on 

the use of witness testimony during the Eichmann trial and how it changed Israeli 

memory of the Holocaust. Here she shares her reflections following a class with 

archeologist Yoram Haimi, excavating in Sobibor death camp. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our seminar began with a  
 
 

  
. 
 
 

In late October our students 

enjoyed a lecture by Dr. 

Nadege Ragaru on “The 

Holocaust in Territories under 
Bulgarian Rule: Public 
Controversies over a Divisive 
Past.”   
 
Dr. Ragaru received her PhD in 
Political Science from Sciences 
PO in Paris.  She works as a 
researcher and lecturer in 
political science and history at 
Science PO in Paris, and her 
research uses the approach of 
visual culture and cultural 
history to examine Bulgarian 
Socialism. 
 
Her talk with our students 
dealt with the image of 
Hungary as a country that 
saved her Jews during WWII. 
She talked of the way in which 
Bulgaria managed to save its 
entire Jewish population from 
deportation to concentration 
camps. But also unfolded the 
way the Bulgarian authorities 
permitted Germany to deport 
the majority of the non-
Bulgarian Jews residing in 
Bulgarian occupied parts of 
Greece and Yugoslavia. The 
discussion that followed 
touched upon this complex 
phenomenon and the way in 
which these events were 
constructed in public memory.  

 
 
 

       Of the 300 air crews who 
served in the Israeli Air Force 
in the mid-1950's and laid its 
foundations, 120 were 
Holocaust survivors. They were 
present at critical decision-
making junctions in the IAF 
and are an integral part of its 
birth and tradition. 
         Most of these individuals 
who survived the Holocaust 
maintained absolute silence 
concerning their previous 
experiences and wanted to be 
like their Sabra (native-born 
Israeli) comrades, even if that 
meant constructing a new 
identity.  
 

Colonel (Res.) Shaya 

Harsit was born in Poland, 

fled with his family into the 
Soviet controlled territory and 
when trying to reach the 
shores of Palestine, was 
deported back to Europe upon 
the ship "Exodus".  Mr. Harsit 
joined the Air force, rose to 
the position of Second 
Lieutenant, and fought in wars. 
After 23 years in the Air force, 
Mr. Harsit left the army and 
enjoyed a promising career 
with ElAl.  
         Mr. Harsit shared his 
story with our students as well 
as his  project "From Rebirth to 
the Skies" through which he 
aspires to tell the stories of 
child survivors who became 
one of the first generations of 
Israeli Air Force pilots. 
 

     Dr. Efraim Zurof 
is the director of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center in 
Jerusalem.  His work is 
comprised of Nazi war crimes 
research, the investigation 
and prosecution of these war 
criminals, and influencing 
national policies to enable 
the prosecution of such 
criminals in different 
countries around the world.  
       
   This November, Dr. Zuroff 
told the students of the 
International MA Program in 
Holocaust Studies about the 
complicated histories of 
formerly soviet countries, 
like Lithuania, Latvia, and 
Estonia, and his attempts to 
help such places 
acknowledge their 
involvement in the crimes of 
the Holocaust, and to 
prosecute Nazi war criminals 
in the places they remain 
today. 
 
Dr. Zuroff talked of operation 
"Last Chance" which offers 
financial reward for 
information which would 
lead to the prosecution of 
Nazi war criminals. He shared 
with the class the moral 
dilemmas and criticism he 
sometimes encounters when 
perusing these Nazis in their 
old age.  

 

Guest Lecturers in our program - Fall semester 2013 



 
 
 
 

 
The seminar opened with a walking tour of the kibbutz in which the museum is located. This unique 
kibbutz was established by Holocaust survivors, many of which 
took active part in the uprising of the Warsaw Ghetto. Alongside 
the kibbutz, the founders built the museum in order to tell their 
story while pursuing their goals of living in and building the State 
of Israel.  This ideological foundation can be found throughout the 
museum's campus today. 
 

At Yad Layeled, the museum's exhibit for children, our students 
explored the museum, and then had an in-depth discussion with 
museum educators about how to form age-appropriate 
educational approaches to the Holocaust.  Being able to discuss 
the aims and goals of an exhibit with its creators is one of the 
outstanding opportunities we get from our partnership with the 
Ghetto Fighters' House Museum. 

The second day of our seminar was spent at the 
Center for Humanistic Education.  The center 
focuses on developing open "humanistic dialogue" 
between Israeli Jewish and Arab high school 
students through Holocaust education.  Our 
daylong workshop was led by Dr. David Netzer, 
and was comprised of a series of activities that 
forced students to confront the way they 
understand genocide, human nature, and activism. 

By the third day of the seminar the students were engaged in the question of educational methods and 
the unique challenges Israeli educators are facing as opposed to educators 
in other countries.  How should an educator relate the Holocaust to the 
history of Israel?   How can an educator explain the memorial siren on 
Holocaust Remembrance Day to a five year old?  What is the influence of 
high school trips to Poland?  Such questions highlighted many cultural 
aspects of Holocaust commemoration providing our many international 
students with a new perspective on these topics. 
 

Our seminar concluded with a behind the scenes look at the museum’s 
Yizkor (remembrance) exhibition, and a private tour of the archive.  The 
museum staff took out materials in the different languages our students 
know in order to allow them to touch history and share it with one another.  
Watching our students read Holocaust diaries in their original Greek, Polish, Russian and Hungarian was 
a truly exceptional experience.  

One of the most prized partnerships our program has is that of the Ghetto Fighters' House Museum. 
This past December we had a weeklong seminar at the museum, which gave us an insider's 
perspectives into the creation of the museum, the way that their mission influences the different 
departments, and a private view into some of the archives most precious artifacts. To read more about 
our time at the Ghetto Fighters' House, check out our blog! 

Seminar at the Ghetto Fighters' House Museum 



 

  
"Two months ago I started interning at the Mashmaut Center in Kiryat Motzkin. The Mashmaut 

Center works with the local community to promote values, tradition and culture. A large part of this 
involves teaching the various school groups that visit the Center about the Holocaust. As part of my 
role as an intern; I work with the various school groups that come to the Center.  I help the children 
learn about individuals that died in the Holocaust and about Jewish culture prior to the war.  I also 
help to translate testimonies from Hebrew to English. Additionally, I'm in the process of constructing 
a website for the Center, and help to manage their facebook page. I love my internship! The ability to 
apply the knowledge, especially regarding Holocaust education that I'm learning in my classes is 
amazing. The personal attention that I receive from Dr. Lea Ganor, the director of the Center, is 
incredible, and really helps me to hone my skills in Holocaust education. I am sure that the 
techniques that I'm learning in this internship will stay with me as I start my career in Holocaust 
education, and I'm grateful to the program for giving me this opportunity". 
 

 "For me, one of the most meaningful experiences of the MA 
Holocaust Studies program has been the opportunity to volunteer with a Holocaust survivor. The 
woman I have been paired with, Hedy, fled from Romania as a young girl and now lives here in 
Haifa. We have established a strong bond, growing closer as friends, and I now visit her at least 
once a week. She has given me great insight into her past, but we also have much in common. We 
take regular trips, and visit some really interesting places together. This experience is not only 
beneficial to me as a student, but I know how much it means to her as well, which is the most 
important thing. I feel privileged to have her in my life."  

 

Stacey Campbell is from Scotland, she earned her BAS in 

History and Geology at the University of California in Davis. As 

a student in the International MA Program in Holocaust 

Studies at the University of Haifa she Interns at Mashmaut 

Center 

     

 

Internship and Volunteering: Our students' experience 

Originally from Newcastle Upon Tyne in England, Hannah Wilson 

has a BA degree in Fine Art and Art History from the University 

of Leeds. During her degree, she studied at the Jan Matejko 

Academy of Fine Art in Krakow, Poland for over a year. As a 

student of Holocaust Studies at the University of Haifa, Hannah 

volunteers with Holocaust survivor Hedy. 

Hannah and Hedy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our student Paul Howard from Ireland is volunteering 

with Cipi:  
"This MA in Holocaust Studies is truly a cutting edge program. The approach is 
not strictly academic, and so the program offers something much more - the 
opportunity to volunteer with Holocaust survivors. Through this, students can 
gain a greater understanding of the material they are studying. Knowing the 
information is of course fundamental for any future Holocaust scholar or 
educator, but the stories and events become much more personal and 
emotional through our experiences of volunteering. This aspect, of 
humanizing the story, is crucial in a heavily structured academic Masters 
program, and it creates the perfect balance of knowledge and emotion.  
 
I am fortunate enough to volunteer with an amazing lady called Cipi. I feel I 
can live vicariously through her and gain life knowledge.  While living here in 
Haifa she has become my everything. She has taught me more than any 
academic program could ever, and the skills and knowledge I acquire from her 
will assist me greatly in my future career".  
 

Paul and Cipi 

Interviewing for Narrative Research – Seminar with Prof. Ruthellen Josselson 

This past December, our students were privileged to have a private seminar with 

 Prof. Ruthellen Josselson, a professor of clinical psychology at the Fielding  

Graduate University, and a practicing psychotherapist.   

The goal of the workshop was to improve skills as interviewers in the context of 

narrative research.  

 

Our seminar consisted of a series of workshops that were designed to give students 

experience in narrative interviewing, an integral part of the qualitative method of research many of our 

students employ in their research.  By confronting the issues involved with forming interpersonal relationships 

in interviews, Dr. Josselson showed students how to utilize a person’s story in a meaningful way that balances 

the researchers' obligation to their work as well as to the interviewee.  Many of our students utilize these 

methods while interviewing Holocaust survivors and the opportunity to learn from Dr. Josselson was 

undoubtedly a useful one.  

 
 

 

Zahava Moerdler earned her BA from Columbia University, majoring in history 

with a focus on late 20th century European history. She wrote her 

undergraduate thesis on the use of witness testimony during the Eichmann 

trial and how it changed Israeli memory of the Holocaust.  

Here she shares her reflections after a class with archeologist Yoram Haimi 

who excavates Sobibor death camp. 

 

 

Thank you for reading our newsletter and for spreading the word out to friends and colleagues. 

We are now accepting applicants for 2014 and are looking for excellent students from all over 

the world. for more information visit our website: http://holocaust-studies.haifa.ac.il  

http://holocaust-studies.haifa.ac.il/

